
 Thank you Class of 55 for awarding me the funding necessary for the GEO 255 Modern and 

Ancient Carbonate Systems/Bahamas class February 12
th

 – 26
th

, 2014. It has been my lifelong passion 

of mine to become a field marine invertebrate paleontologist. This experience allowed me to work with 

other students and Professor Ben Greenstein on his ongoing research on San Salvador Island. I was 

able to go scuba diving and snorkeling while studying marine environments, rock outcrops, caves, 

sinkholes, and more at the Gerace Research Center. This was a once in a lifetime opportunity I will 

never forget. Thank you for making the funding possible.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ryan Shanks 

Geology Major 

Class of 2016 

Cornell College 

 

 

The following picture is me with by classmates and Ben Greenstein at the spot where Columbus 

landed. I am standing back row, left end. 

 

 


